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1. On several occasions between 8 and 17 February 1955, about 500 KVPs
were observed at formal drill in the area of the former Oranienburg
concentration camp, while 2 T-34 tanks and 2 BA-64s were observed
at driving practice in the wooded area between Sachsenhausen and Fichtengrund.
On 10 February 1955, 4 new trucks carrying 4 light AA guns entered '
the installation. 1

2. From 2 to 19 February 1955, the occupation of the concentration camp
with §¥Ps wearing blue and black-bordered blue collar patches was as 25X 1
previously observed. On 14 and 19 February 1955, no activity was observed
in the area of the installation. 1

3., In the night of 3 February 1955, a night exercise which involved KVPs
and Seviet soldiers was held north of the Schmachtenhagen - Wensickendorf
road. At -about 0530 on 4 February 1955, 10 armored personnel carriers
occupied by KVPs travelled toward the concentration camp, while at about
0600 ten other armored personnel carriers occupied by Soviet soldiers
were parked on the same road. At about 1100, a T-34 tank occupied by
KVPs travelled from the concentration camp toward Lehnitz, while at
about 1700 about 5 or 6 tanks travelled from the installation toward
Bernoewe. 1

4. On 17 February 1955, all roads leading from the Oranienburg - Schmachtenhagen
road to the south were cordoned off by KVP sentries. A medium AA battery
of 4 guns, an AA machine gun and a fire director was obgserved in emplacements
just south of Schmachtenhagen. Several tents were observed close to the
emplacements. A similar battery was observed in emplacements in the open
terrain just east of Schmachtenhagen. Numerous KVPs were observed in both
emplacement groups. The two batteries allegedly moved into their emplacements
in the forenoon of 17 February 1955. Before nightfall, numerous motor
vehicles, 4 fisld kitchens whose smokestacks emitted smoke and an undetermined
number of KVPs were observed in the wooded area south of the Oranienburg -
Schmachtenhagen road. At 0700 -on 18 February, the emplacements were found
abendoned. The tracks of the motor vehicles led to Oranienburg. Two KVPs

who had been left behind with a truck said that they had c¢ome with,pheir /VL({GEK
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unit from Potsdam. At about 1100 on 17 February 1955, a platoon of
Soviet soldiers and a sedan which was occupied by Soviet officers were
obscrved at the branch to Lehmkuhlengestell. 1 and 2

During the week from 14 to 20 February 1955, tank exercises and tank
firing practices were held daily by KVPs at the Lehnitz artillery range.
In the norning, about 10 to 15 T—34/85 tanks, 2 trucks each occupiad
by 15 KVPs and 1 truck loaded with a field kitchen trgvelled from the
Oranienburg concentration camp toward the Lehnitz artillery range. 1

On 17 February 1955, 10 trucks each occupied by 10 to 15 XVPs who

wore medium-blue collar patches travelled from the concentration camp
toward Havelhausener Bruecke. On 18 February 1955, 22 trucks which ceme
from the direction of Havelhausener Bruecke travelled toward the
concentration camp. Bach truck was occupied by 5 to 10 men who wore
light-blue collar patches. Sixteen trucks towed medium, allegedly 76-mm
AA guns. 2

Starting at 0300 on 18 February 1955, all KVP units left the former
concentration camp as part of a final exercise which was held in the
area of Forst Liebenwalde (forest) and Forst Borgsdorf (forest). The
last units left the installation at about 1100. The units returned to
their billets between 1700 on 19 February and the morning of 20 Tebruary
1955. | khe exercise also involved
the AAA units which were located in the castle. 1 and 2

700 on 10 February 1955, Soviet trucks
and an armored scout car, Iett the Soviet
anmunition depot and travelled toward Schmachtenhasen. |

A KVP officer said that most troops of the Potsdam station were in a tent
camp on 12 February 1955 in connection with an exercise. On 19 February
1955, the troops who ware allegedly scheduled to return to their

barracks installations on 16 February were still in a capp near Oranienburg.
A letter which this officer dispatched from the camp indicated that it

was very cold, particularly at night, since they bivouacked in tents.

The Soviets said the troops should seize this opportunity of hardening
themselves. 3

On various occagions between 10 and 22 February 1955, all barracks
installations in the station area were apparently occupied only slightly.
Activities observed were limited to formal drill below or at platoon
level, instruction, and fatigue duty. Trucks which were loaded with
rations in the barracks installagions were frequently observed leaving
toward Bornstedt - Oranienburg.

On 27 January 1955, a forester from the Wudicke area said that the Soviets
had again cordoned off the Ferchels - Mahlitz training grounds for the
veriod from 26 January to 28 February 1955. KVP units held firing practices
with guzs at the training grounds. Soviets were alldgedly present at all
times.

On 15 February 1555, a KVP column of 8 trucks each of which towed a
120-mm mortar and 6 other trucks each occupied by 20 to 25 men passed
through lloegelin. The motor vehicles came from the direction of Rathenow
and proceeded toward Premnitz. 5 :

On 2 February 1955, the Kirchmoeser KVP Kaserne still quartered g KVP
engineer unit of an estimated 150 men who wore blue-bordered black
collar patches.

SECRET

sasem

Approved For Release 2008/03/31 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006500600007-0

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1
25X1

25X1
25X1

25X1

25X1



N
.

" Approved For Release 2008/03/31 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006500600007-0

SECRET

Comment. The medium tank regiment and the 1lst liech Regt of
Mechanized Division Potsdam are stationed at the former Oranienburg
concentration camp. The exercises which were uniformly started on
2 February 1955 apparently came to a provisional end with the final
exercise on 20 February 1955. Although Soviet units have been observed
in the same maneuver area as early as 2 February 1955, no reports on
joint firing practices or exercisea of ¥UPs and Saviate in thie araa
have been received.{

Corment. For the time being, the appearance of a tofal of 16
medium AA guns, that is to say of 4 medium AA batteries, cannot be
explained, all the more so as the soldiers allegedly wore blue instead
of red bordered black collar patches. It is believed that they did not
belonged to the commend area of llechanized Division Potsdam. As the
exercises have allegedly also involved the AAA officers! schook, it
would be possible that the guns belonged to this school; the number of
guns, however, is regarded as too large, even considering the potential
presence of a medium instruction battery for an offimrs! training course.
It is thought hardly likely that component units of the Soviet AfA
regiment from the Weisse Stadt have erroneously been reported as KVP units.
The appearance of these guns is possibly connected with the light AA guns
reported from the former concentration camp and eventually even with
the newly activated AAA regimept in Eggersdorf.

Gmment. It is noted that since about 12 February 1955 the units
from Potsdam should have been in another tent camp although they allegedly
returned from the Klietz training grounds as late as between 5 and 8
February 1955. &hould this information be correct the units presumably
also participated in the final exercises by the units from Oranienburg.

Comment. Reference is made to previous reports on joint firing
i at this artillery range.

Mortar firing practices have been
held as early as from 26 to 31 January 1955.

[::::}Comment. It is believed that the motor vehicles belonged tc the
mortar regiment of lechanized Division Potsdam which is stationed at
Premnitz. Presumably, at least component units of this regiment have
taken part in the exercises near Oranienburg or the firing practices
near Klietz.

Comment. The present repart confirme the engineer battalion of
I"echanized Division Potsdam in Ki%hmoeser.
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On several occasions between 8 amd 17 February 1955, about 500 XVPs .-
were observed at formal -drill in the area of :the former Oranienburg
concentration camp, while 2 T-34 tonks and 2 BA-G4s were observed
ot driving practice in the wooded area betweon Sacksenhausen and Fichtengrund.
Cn 10 Tebruary 1955, 4 new trucks carrying 4 licht AL puns ontered
the installation. ‘ '
: . , 25X1
From 2 to 1% Fobruary 1955, the occupation of the concentration camp
with KYPs wearing blue and block-bordered blue collar patches was as
previously obscrved. On 14 and 19 February 1955, no activity was observed
in the area of the installation. 1

In the night of 3 February 1955, & nicht exercise which involved XVPs

and Soviet soldiers was held north of the Schmachtenhagen - Wensickendorf
road. At about 0530 on 4 February 1955, 10 armored personnel carricrs
occuj:ied by KVPs travelled toward the concentration camp, while at about
0600 ten other armored personnel carriers occupied by Sovict soldiers
were pariied on the same road. At about 1100, a T-34 tank occupicd by

KVPs travelled from the concentration camp toward Lehnitz, while at

cbout 1700 about 5 or 6 tanks travelled from the installation toward
Bernoeve.

On 17 February 1955, all roads leading from the Oranienburg - Schmachtenharen

roal to the south were cordoned off by KVP sentriec A medium AA battery

of 4 suns, an AA nachine gun and a fire dircctor wes obcerved in emplacemente

just south of Schmachtenhagen. Several tents were obscrved close to the

emplacements. A similar batiery was obgerved in emplacements in the open

terrain just east of Schmachtenhapen..lunmerdus KVPs were observed in both

emplacement groups. Tho two batteries allegedly nmoved into their emplacements

in the forenoon of 17 February 1955. Before nichtfall, numerous notor

vehicles, 4 ficld kitchens whose smoikestaclis emitted smoke and an unde“ermined

nunber of KVPs were observed in the wooded area south of the Oranienbury -

Schmachtenhacen road. At 0700 on 18 February, the emplacenents were found

abandoned. The tracks of the motor vehicles led to Oranienburg. Two VP

who had been left behind with a truck said that they had come with tueir A/od‘:)*
25X1
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unit from Potsdam. At about 1190 on 17 February 1955, a rlatoon of
Soviat .,oldlcr" and 2 sedan which was oceuried by Soviet officers
obiiarved at the branch to Lehnkuhl ncestell. 1 and 2

Turing the weelk from 14 to0 20 l'ebrua Ty 1955, tanl: o*‘c“c iscs and tani:
firing »ractices were held umlv by I .’Pu at the Lehn ertillery ranso.
In “he worning, about 10 to 15 --)/'/ 85 tonks, 2 truc:" cach occunied

Ly 35 i¥Ps and 1 truck loadel with a field '-i tchen travelle! fronm the
Cranienburg concontration canpd tovard the Lehnitz artil lery rowge.

On 17 Vebruary 1955, 10 trucls cach oceuried by 10 4o 15 IIVPs o

vore nediwn=blue colla.r patches travelled from the concentration cany
toward lavelhausener Brucclke. COn 10 febru'uy 1955, 22 trucks mnch cane
fron the direction of lavelhausener Drucclie travelled tovard the
concentration camp. lach truck was oeccu-ied by 5 to 1C zen w‘xo wore
light~dlue collar patches. Siztecen trucis towed nmodiun, allegedly 70-mnm
AN {uns.

Starting at C300 on 18 Februory 1255, all VP units left the former
concentration cann as part of a final exercige vhich was held in ’c 1o
crea of Torst Liebenwalde (forect) and Forss Z‘or'"dori’ {forest). The
last units left the installation at about 1100. The unitec returied &
their billete botween 17CC on 1 Februarv and the morninc of 20 Tebruasry
1955, e exercise alge involved
the AlA unitc which were locoted in $he cagtle. 1 and 2

4% 2bout 17CC on 10 Pebruory 1995, Bovint %
and an arrmored scout car,
arunition depot and travelled towarc

micl.o

A IVE ofTicer said that most troeps of the Toislam ciation =are in o Lent
canr on 12 T'ebruory 1955 in comnection wish an ox .“:ciso. On 1% Tebroary
1‘“,,). tlie trooss who were allegedly scheCuled %o roturn o ’x;'.lClI‘

Lorraclis inctallaticns en 16 T b*'mx.r' vere ¢%ill in a camp neor rarierburs,

Ao letter whieh {his officer dicmatched Troz the comp indicated {.h:‘t it
res vary cold. norticularly at nlf*ht, sirnce thoy blvom.cl cd in $ento.

The Soviety seid the trocons shoulld scise thic onwortunity of hardening:
tLemsolves, 3

G verious occasicns betwe
Fak

n 10 and 22 Tebruary 1055, all barroc-s
incinllotionc in the s 2 he
-

ren were apparantly occuried only clis ntly.
sctivitier oboerved o ited Yo fornal drill belew or at nlatcon
level, ins".m;ction, and fot i{ue duty. Truelc whieh were loaded with
raticns in the barracks installa aiions were freguently oocorveu. 1eavin;
towerd Tornstedt - Cranienbury, 2

Cn 27 Januery 1955, o foresteor from the “dicke arsa tho Soviot
oG gooin cerdoned off the Ferclicla - Tanlitz training o for 4L
npericd from 26 Jamuvary to 28 TPebruvary 1955. VD units "old firing »roctlices
writh ;jui[is at the training crounds. Sovints were alle_cdly present at all
tines. 4

tn 15 February 155, a XVP coluwrm of O truclks cach of which towed a
120-rm nortor and G other trucks each vesunica by "O to 25 men pasced
throuch iloecelin. The motor vehicles came from the direction of Rathonow

and »roceeded towerd Fremnitz. 5

Cn 2 Febrvary 1955, the Nirchrocser ”VP Zascine still guartered a VP
irzer onit of on estimated 150 nmon o wore Llue-bordered Llagl:
ler netches.
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concountration camp. The cxercices whieh wore waiforrly started on
2 Tebruary 1955 asparently came to a provisional ond with the finol
erereise on 20 Tebruary 1255. Althong: Soviet units howve boon obrorvad
Laneuver arca as corly ac 2 February no rercrts on

s
nracticos or cxarcises of INPs to dr Ahic ozon
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It ic theurht hardly lilely that componeunt und c
roginent from tle Veicsce Stadt liave orroncoucly bheoon yorirtu
‘ T2 arpcarance of thece punc ic nossibly comnoctod =it
re orteé from the Tormer concentration canr and oventually
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3 rent. It ic noted

{ror Totzlar ~heuld hinwve :
retorned from the ilietz iraining srowmds as lat
February 1955. Stould thic information be correc
also particiroted in the finel excrcises by the

A :L_Qggr_lgntn fefererce is made to vrevious renorts cn joint Tiring
sractices of the the Soviete at thic ortillery ranco.

\Iiortar firing precticoc liove boon

ncld co eoxly as from 26 to 31 Jamuary 1955.

ic belioved that the rctor v
Jlechanized Division Motndo:n iek
cz. Precvnably, at least component unitc of ¢
- in the exercizes noar Cronienburs or tlx

present renort confirmo
on Potciar in I'f%hmoasor.
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